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Why it was not vigorously and diligently enforced, I
have never yet been able to discover. If the magistrates
were threatened by the populace, the necessity of such
Jaws was more plainly proved; for what justifies the se-
verity of coercion but the prevalence of the crime? and
what may not be feared from crowds intoxicated with
spirits, whose insolence and fury is already such, that they
dare to threaten the government by which they are de-
barred from the use of them ?

This, my lords, is a reflection that ought not to be passed
slightly over. The nature of our constitution, happy as it
is, must be acknowledged to produce this inconvenience,
that it inclines the common people to turbulence and se-
dition ; the nature of spirituous liquors is such, that they
inflame these dispositions, already too much predominant;
and yet the turbulence of the people is made a reason for
licensing drunkenness, and allowing, without limitation, the
sale of those spirits by which that turbulence must be cer-
tainly increased.                              '

It may be, perhaps, urged, (for indeed I know not
what else can be decently alleged,) that there is a neces-
sity of raising money, that no other method can be in-
vented, and that, therefore, this ought not to be opposed.

I know, my lords, that ministers generally consider, as
the test of each man's loyalty, the readiness with which he
concurs with them in their schemes for raising money -,
and that they think all opposition to these schemes, which
are calculated for the support of the government, the effect
of a criminal disaffection; that they always think it a suffi-
cient vindication of any law, that it will bring in very large
sums; and that they think no measures pernicious, nor
laws dangerous, by which the revenue is not impaired.

If government was instituted only to raise money, these
ministerial schemes of policy would be without exception;
nor could it be denied, that the present ministers show
themselves, by this expedient, uncommou masters of their
profession. But the end of government is only to promote
virtue, of which happiness is the consequence; and, there-
fore, to support government by propagating vice, is to